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ET: ' Preach'd before the 3 
4 SOCTETY: 
r OR 
Reformation of Manners, 
| In Kingflon upon Hull; 
September the 25%, M. DCC. 


By 7EREMIAH GILL. 
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+ Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation : Bur Ln & | 
— | a Reproach to' any People. gp 
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. That it 3 firſt be deeply — 64 
| zpdelibly Printed, by a Divine Hand, 
| #por the Hearts of thoſe that gave 
it the Hearing, and then, in their 


| win be Expos'd to Publick View 


of the SO 'C ET T 
for Reformation of Man- 
mers, in . upon 

, 8 5 


Much Honour'd, 
H E fre flight of 


my. Deſires, with rex 


" 2 to the Plain En- 
ſuing Diſcourſe, was, 


in” 


| 5 which (to me) ſeem valid; Tet 


| that Cauſe Jon de Generouſly Eſ- 


we W eak' ning of Your Hands. 


Ihe Dedication. 
in a dliſtindt, fair, and legible Chas 
racter; There being Sundry Argu- 
ments againſt any other Impreſſion, 


the Reſpe& I bear to You, and to 


pous d, won t allow me to inſiſt up- bo 
on any Thing, that might tend to 


Therefore ſhall rather chuſe to fore- 
go an Agreeable and Pleaſing Re- 
tir dneſs, than inflexibly Oppoſe your 
United Sentiments : Knowing, That 
tis no Difficulty to an | Almighty 
Arm to rivet Nails of Infirution, 
ern by a Palſey- Hand. 
IIS Appearance ina more Gotge- 
ous” Dreſs, might have Wines 
4 greater Curioſity about it, But a 
SOCIETY of Critically-Meaſur'd 
Periods, or Pompous Words, arti- [that 
fecially Form'd, ſeem too feeble” 2 || for 
* „ Thing 


— 


The Dedication. 
ha · (Thing. to. promiſe much in this Bus- 
gu- neſs. F t may » ( through the 
on, Bleſſing of Heaven, which in him- 
Tet hy umplor d) be ſerviceable, in Cor- 


to frecting thoſe Errata, that render ſuch 
Eſ· [Diſcourſes needful, My End, I 
up- hope, is attain d.: though its Own 

to pnaynt eſcape the Animadmerſions 
ds. ef Such as don't. reliſh its Deſign. 


Real Advantage to Some, will re- 
ieve under the Smarting Laſhes of 
our [Others Cenſoriouſneſ. 
hat IIS Errand abroad is not to broach 
ty ſome Uncouth and Fanciful Notions, 
on, for to gain Proſelytes to a Party; but 
(with Others.) 2 2 Bl] N A ʒt 
- [the Intereſt of Hell, in ſubſereing 
59 the ee of. 4 —— 2 
4 mong ft Vs. * ee Ea 
rd *T TIS to the Honour of this Reign 
ti that ſo Many Societies and Sermons 
4 or Reformation have been Born 


| int 9 32 | : 


TORY 3 AA . 
. * 3 0 r 
* . 
+ - 


readily Eccho'd to the Call- of: Pro- 


3 Deſt gn, - the Incouragement 8 


Good to be found in God's Way, 


The Beit aton 


in t: And to Yours, that 


Hen fo 


videnee and Authority, in riſing 
up àagainſt Evil Doers, when Pro. 
phaneneſs and Immorality were 
gromm to ſuch a prodigious, Formi: 
dable Stature. Tour being on the 
Lord's ſide, the Neceſſity and E. 
quitableneſs F hour Excellent On- 
dertaking, the Gloriouſneſs of your 


— 5 A 1 


— 


„ = n a 


have in't, ſay unto you, Faint not. 
IS Tree." IF we Conſider the 
Gonfaiiptive Aſpect of Religion, 
the State of Affairs at Home nd 
Abroad, there may be enough to feed 
our M feairbolick Apprehenſions. We 
don t know where the Preſent Buſtles 
in the European World, may End, 
or what a few Months may) bring | 
forth. "Tet this - We Know,” Till thi 


ko H 8 


The D e n 


appearing et or his Glory, | 
whilſt-we\bave' a 3 Oppor- 
tunit, b we may. he ready for all 
the Teemings 59 55 hd thay | 
The Lord by So enforces Pre- 
ſent Dit, pan this 7 Be- 
cauſe: = e dont know what Evil 
may 51 8. yn med Eccleſ. 
ö 14. 2. At 11 7. 

BE wal wreath in : well-Doing. 
Tou bawe; for ſome Time, bin En- 
gag io this: Juſt War, and have 
no Re fon o Sound a Retreat. 
Some indeed. may be no Friends to 
Vout Meaſures, becanſe they are to 
their Own 1 which they are 
reſole/ d 1 Countenance : * Tet Others 
there are, that'thankfully Own and 
| Bleſs God far ſuch: Pjous Attempts. 
And Iv perſuadad, that Our Wor- 
th y Magiſtrates, whoſe Ambition and 


bers is to fill | their Honourable 


B Poſts, 
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a Subfofwient· Help. 1m WIR I \% 


| 57 2 80 Excitemein, rhotf 


pes llc is mw in "your Hinds 


J. B. of N. 

* tributed much (t tho' at 
ſome Diſtance) to the Formation of Soc 
Tur Society, has finte Din made a | 


The De dic a. k 


Poſts,” are ſo far fro Brandi yo 
- Bal y-Bodies*in this Affair, that 
-y - reckon Jemſelzres:« Obligd «by 


B VU muft-not dicken by 
at  Tedionswidareſo. Let the Conduct 
of Providence be | eri bon fader a 
an to the 
, Your Own Souls, and 


for. the Good * "of | Others. God's 
Holes to jon, is, Be in Good: Ear- 
gneſt. One, that Con- 


Member of the Sinleſs One Above. Flc 
And of Others, that ( here) 5 we 0 14f 


their Hands, \ with Tax, | to ba Br 
Work, We muſt nom ge They are 
not. D not forget that Our] {<1 


Time 


at 


3 of 


e a 
Ve. 


Fhe Dedication. 


Time 1% buſting, that We are Dy- 


ing; that Me may purſue what Our 


[Great Lord and Maſter aſſigns, as 


under the Aw of our "Approaching 
Account. Pap 
HULL has been favour d with 
the Lord's Wonders, in ſundry 
Reſpecte. Its Inhabitants may de- 
lightfully look back to the Many 
pleaſing Inſtances of Divine Good- 
neſs and Mercy, and ſay, with Ad- 


miration, What has God wro't ! 


And One more bas he added to the 
Namber, in Ts it with ſuch a 
Society fur the Reformation of its 
That this may Live and 


Manners. 


Flouriſh : that Multitudes may have 
Juſt Reaſon to Bleſs God for its 
Hirth, Growth, and Succesfulneſs, 
when you are. gone; that your 
ſelves may, firſt, ſerve your Gene- 

3 2 ration 
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he Dedication. | 
ration, according fo. che Will ef 
5462 8 e "ay hap pily Exehane; 
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Aud, I ſought for a Man among 
| em; that . mor make. up the 
I © Hedge, and ſtand in the Gap be- 
Pore me, for the Land, that I 
YRU ſhou'd not deſtroy it. 1 


HAT PROPPHAN E 


ys NESS and IMMO RA. 
1 LIT ſhou'd be fo Ra- 


ha pant, in a Land Bleſled 4 
of late Years, ſo ſignally deliverd, as Ml 
I | Ours, may well fed and id Thought- ⁵⁶ü 
ful souls. True tis, Thatoour:Over- 3M 
I * flowing Wickedneſs do's loudly de- 
mand our ſenſble Groans and flaming 
Net, as well as a Compaſſiamuse Sede 
«© r:ty, in reſcuing Endanger d Souls 

. e ee oo 


75: S 


* 


-Þ 
| 
\ n 
1 \ i . 


2 A SERMON fr 
| ir, Bank's from © 2 Wear ee 1500 
5 119-136 „ jts diſmal Conſequences. nid 
* As you've been We 11 
— Mr. Kitſon's was inform'd, by Iwo Fs the 
=_ 1 ſonable and Pertinent wi 
—_ preach. rw, ye firſt ſounded || pe 
. our Ears, and fince qu 
Preſented to your ur Bie ew. ger 

Our Uncommon Provvcations, under Ty 

the peculiar Indulgences of Providence, pet 

have call'd for the Furious Mareh of | Of 
Vengeance ; yet an Offended God is in fail 

the Uſe of further Means for our Amend- ſag 

ment and Reformation. And to ſubſerve | me 

ſuch Reforming Attempts, as are now, || Sul 
through His rich Goodneſs, on foot || of 

F atnong{tUs, is the ſpecial Deſign of the 
Preſent Solemnity. May the feeble Ag. anc 
A fetance offer d you, be, 0 the SMle. of tha 
Heaven, Pier ſerviceable fo that Gle 
Purpoſe! | the 
on | I flec 

_ Sthaitsof Time haſten us to the Words, no! 
thougli the Poſition of em will firſt o- I der 

blige us to Attend a little to the Preceding | Dy 

| Diſcorala, that Our Advance towards em ] bla 
may belthe more Regular, and their ſenſe [T 
dhe more Intelligible. 8 to 
ur | 


Reformation 'of Manners. 3 
Our Prophet was raisd for, and im- 


Iployd in, very Difficult Work, but 


Mountains become Plains by the Spirit of 


Ihe Lord, Zech. 4.6, 7. He was to deal 


with an  Impudernt and Hard- Hearted 
People, Chap. 3. 7. and, as the Caſe re- 
quir d, We find him very cloſe and pun- 
gent inis Reproofs. He well knew that 
To Prophecy Smooth Things was not pro- 


per when he had to do with ſuch bold 


Therefore he's not afraid 


Offenders; 


faithfully and plainly to deliver God's Meſ- 
ſage, whatever might be its Entertain- 


ment. This very Chapter, where our 
Subject falls, affords a Convidtive Proof 


of this Matter. Nie 


This People were under a Progreſſive 
and very Lamentable Degeneracy from 
that Holineſs, which was ſome time their 
Glory. Their Priſtine Beauiy was gone, 
their former Excellency and Greatneſs 
fled away, and thoſe Woful Diſorders 
now 'reign'd amongſt. em, which ren- 


der d em Deſpicable and Inglorious. A 
Doleful Exchange! Here we find a very 
black Indi#ment prefer'd againſt em. 
Twou d even make a Tender Heart bleed 
to think that there ſnou d be ſuch * 
50 T 


C 700 much draws w the Life!" 


WE F 


4 -A SERMON: for” 
rid Abominations in the midſt of ) 
alem, ſuch Prodigious Heights of Wick 
edneſs, as the Gentile World wou d hate 
bluſh'd at. Oh that we miglit not ſay 
Here we read England's CharaFer'anc 


That which render'd their caſe more 
deplorable, was the Great, and even 
General Prevalence of Corruption. This 
threatening ' Contagion had Unhappily 
inſinuated into the Whole Body. No 
Rank or Degree of Men eſcape the In- in 
tection. Here's not a Sound Part. The . 
further you ſearch into their State, and 
the more Melancholick Diſcoveries. 
Prophets, Prieſts, Princes, People; No- 

bility, Gentry, Commonal ty; Ecclefpaſticks, if 
Lacks ; All Corrupt. Thoſe that ou d / 
have drawn the Sword of Juſtice for the 
Puniſhment of Offenders, ſuffer d it to reft 
and rſt in the Scabbard. Thoſe that 
ſhou'd have drawn the Sword of the Spirit, 
were murdlering Souls by their ill Conduct 
and Worſe Example. Thoſe whoſe Bra- 
very ſhou'd have been fignaliz'd'in Regu- 
lar Attempts to better and reform others, 
were, imboldening em in the Devils 
Work by their Diſplay d Banners of Pro- 
| phaneneſs. 


Reformation of Manniers: #5 
phaneneſs.. And then tis no great Diffi- 
culty to apprehend- how the Caſe ſtood 
with the. Body of the People. If the 
Grandees patronize Sin, what can be ex- 
pected from the Yalgar Throne + ? | 

Now, when things were at this paſs, 
looking with ſuch a gloomy, diſmaying 
Aſpect, What are the Lord's farther Me- 
thods ? Do's He immediately fend down- 
Showers.of Wrath and Indignation to de- 
{troy em? Do's He forthwith hew em 


in pieces by his Providence? No, He's 


willing that Any ſhou d interpoſe to pre- 
vent their Ruin. Though They'd moſt 
diſingenuouſly affronted Him, and juſtly 
merited rougher Treatment, yet He'll ſee 
if Any may be found, that will Generonſs 
in, to ward off the Fatal Blow. 
fach a Sound have the Words of the 
Text, Aud ¶ ſong ent for 4 Man, &c. + 
-. Tis true, The ad and affecting Reſult 
of his Search is here ſubjoyn d, He found. 
None. Heavy News! "Twas very ſad, 
that there were None that wou'd ſtir, to 
reſcue and fave a ſinking People. This 
beſpeaks a General and Prevailing Securi- 
ty. But that a Provoked, yet Grieioas 
n 2 take this Method, ſhou' 'Y 
C make 


6 A. $ ER MON. 8 
make a Particular and Strit# Search for 


ſuch a Perſon, at ſuch a day, do's very 


much Suit our Caſe ; ſignifying his juit 
and reaſonable Expe@ations from a Peo- 
ple ſo Circumſtanc d, and Conſequently, 
our Preſent Work and Dut7. 
'Twou'd rob us of too much Time to 
= manifeſt a Curious or Critical concern 
about the Diviſſon of the Words: Shall 


therefore only give You a brief Para- 


Phraſtical Repreſentation of their Senſe, 
with an Accommodation thereof to our 
own Circumſtances. 1 

In familiar Condeſcention the Great 
God is here pleas d to {peak after the man= 
ner of Men, to lowre Matters to Our 


 thallow Capacity. He'll expreſs himfelf 


in Our Diale&; rather than his Obligin uc 
- Goodneſs ſnou d not appear in fair a 
legible Characters. He ſays, He fought 
for a man, Ge. for One that might inter- 
poſe and undertake for the Cure, Help; 
and Rclief of a Periſhing People: And 
tis, as if he ſhould ſay---= 
O Jeruſalem! You that are 6G eſe 
6 * ſedly my People; Mine, both by Na- 
A tural Right and Covenant-Obligation. 
Lou ve 5 Veg been ** by a Se- 
* Curing 


* 5 


&« Curing Hedge, Or Wall, as the Word 


cc 


4 ſince Proclaim'd my Name, The Lord, 


cc 
4 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


and have Open d a Wide Gap 
lating Judgments. The loud Cryes of 


and my 
them ; yea Deſtruction is even on its 


aud Gracious, &c. 4 


Reformation of Manners. 7 


alſo imports. You've been mercifully 
Surrounded by my Protecting Good- 


neſs : Have been the Peculiar Care and 
Charge of my Providence. But You've 


forgot Your God and ſpecial Engage- 
ments; your Notorious and Aggrava- 
ted Impieties have made a Breach be- 
twixt Me and You: Your Sins (which 


are of the deepeſt dy) have broken 


down the Fence that was about you, 
to Deſo- 


your Iniquities have reach'd mine Ears, 
uſtice is forward to Viſit for 
March towards You. | 
Let Judgment is that ſtrange Work 
wherein I don't delight. I've. lon 


The Lord God, Merciful | 
722 34:6, Tc 
I'm not for Altering the 5 8 
Thing that's gone out of my Lips, I 
would that Mercy might Triumph in 


your Salvation. And therefore if there 


be Any one amoneſt you, that will ſhew 
© Himſelfa MAN; If there be Ay, of 


C 2 « ſuch 


= — 
he” 
2 — 


„% <SERM oN fr i 


| 7 Lag 2h Hera a e Toms 


OW before Ven geance arreſts. You; 
& . the moſt Promiſing Way to de- 
62 liver and fave the Land. 

- This ſeems to be the General Scope and 
cls not the Words: A more Particular 
and tull Explication of their Contents may 
find, room in the farther Proſecut;on of 

em, and therefore at preſent may be Ad- 


pn. They ſeem Congruous and 


rtinent.. to our Caſe, and rather the 
more ſo, becauſe a Diſpoſing Providence 
has Order d our Lot in a Garriſon-Towy, 
where our Walls are accounted, as Meavs, 
a..confiderable; Part, of our Defence. A 
each in theſe, and the furious Approach 


of an Implacable Enemy, wou d fully 


perſuade Us, that twas a Time of Com: 


mon Panger. And Who fo likely ther 


to be Inftrumental for the Security of the 


| Rlace,-as the Brave, Couragious Tamms 


za, that ſeaſonably advances into the 
Ga ap, and is bpuſily imploy d i in king up 
the Breach? A weak Eye, will diſcern, 
without dit culty, how Applicable this 18 
to.the Nation, Sun: 


© © Reformation of Manners. 

Sun Preliminary Inſtructive Truths 
would here Voluntarily offer emſelves to 
Our Notice, but we ſhall Aſ/zgx em their 
Place afterwards in the Body of the Diſ- 
courſe, and Endeavour ta graſp the 
Meaning of the Subject, ſo as may hſervs 
our deft 1 zu, without doing Violence to t, in 
the following General and Comprehenſive 
Propolitton, vz. 

In a Day of General Defection, when 4 a 
Nation Profeſſedly-Meligious, have, by their 
Impieties, broken down their Fence and 


| Expos'd emſelves to Invading Judgments, 


Good Men's Generons and Pious Endea- 
vonrs, to ſtand in the Gap and make in 
that Breach, is the moſt proper Method te 
prevent Def erved Ruin. | 
[This is ſomewhat large, yet C 8 
thinks ) no more then What's E 
by the Subject, with its neceſſary Depenk 
IEEE © 
That you may have a more diſtinct and 
Advantagious View of what's abridg d in 
this General Head, the Thoughts I've had 
ont, and hall now, 4550 Diving 
Help, 4 Communicate, will be Rengd Ind 
Preſented in this Order, wiz, 


* * 
— 9 2 KB 


I. Shall Notice ſome Subordinate (Im- 
2 'd) Propoſitions, which may ſerve tofp's © 

t this Matter in a Clearer Light. 

2. Shall make ſome Enquiry into the 
Work ard Bus neſs of ſuch as are deſirous com 
to fland in the Gap and make up the Breach. 

| Shall Conſider, How this Breach is 
to 5 repair d: or How ſuch Religious 
Uniertakers ſhou'd manage their Work in 
order to deſir d Succeſs: 

4. Make ſome Improvement of theſſt 
Whole, ſuited to the Subject and Preſent 
Occafron.” 

1. Shall Notice ſome ſilerdivais (Im- 
ply'd) Propoſetions, which may ſerve to 
ſet this Matter in a Clearer Light, vis. 

1. Prop. The Jews once were, and a 
Profeſſing, Religious People are, a Fenced 
People. ABreach, a Gap, preſuppoſes an 

| Antecedent Fexce. God had hedg'd * erm 


—_— 


B * Covenant-Fevour, g 
and 


Ht 4 Guarding Providence. on 


This which was ORs Privilege, 
wow Others. Thoſe we ſpeak of, are the 
0 of his favourable Providential Re- 
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gards: Theſe Encompaſs and Secure em, 


as a Towr is defended with a ſubſtantial, 
ſurrounding Wall and ſuitable Lrtrench- 


the lente, Pſ. 5. 12. With favour wilt thun 


compaſs them as with a Shield, This holds 
good, Conſider em 1 
COLLECTIVELY; The, Whole 
Body of a People, where Religion and 
Righteouſneſs flouriſh, is under Heaven's 
Protecting Goodneſs. When God plant- 


.= 
ted Iſrael as a Vine-yard on a very fruitful ++ Wl 


hill, He fenced them, Jai. 5. 1, 2. They 
were. ſuch as had God gh unto em. 
Dent. 4. 7. His preſence was their Secu 
rity. They were ſhelter d more imme- 
diately under the Wing of his Providence, 
whilſt others are repreſented 45. afar off: 
Of Chriſtian Nations may this alſo be af - 
firm d, where the Name of God is Own d 
and Honour d, his Intereſt and Glory ad- 
vanced. Zech. 2. 5 „„ 
DISTRIBRUTIVELT; Pe- 
ticular Perſons are hedg'd about as well. 
as Communities. Such a Truth once drop d 


"fromthe Father of Lyes. Job. 1. 10. i 


Heaven's Favourites are ander the ſhadow: 
of the Almighty, Pf. 91. 1. In the Mary 
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gin tis, There they Lodge, And a- ſake 
and Pleaſant Lodging have they there. 
2. Prop. Aboumding Sin opens « Gap in 
n Feuce. The Text intimates, that 
there was a Breach, à Gap open d, by 
their Crying Notorious Provocations, 
When ſuch a People revolt from God, 
deal full; in his Covenant, abandon their 
' - Rock, He dos not look upon Himſelf 
—_  oObligd e be their Guardian. Accord- 
—_ tagly, when: his Vine-yard bro't forth N. 
e but wild Grapes, He ſaid, He woud 
make away the Fence and break down the 
al, 5.5. Our Aggravated Jniqui- 
ties ſet Cod at a diſtance, robhing us of 
tzbe ſweet Iſſues of his Love and Favour. 
= MU. 59:2. Tour Iniquities have ſeparkted 
beni xt you and your God, aud your Sins 
have hid his Face from You. Let not Wes 
be high-minded, but fear. 
3. Prop. Whil? this Gap i, Open; 
there's a ready way for heauy Judgments to 
make their diſmal Entrante, Let the Strain: 
of the Words be duly remark d, and this 
Note: will appear Natural and Genuine. 
What cam a Nation, where the blackeſt 
= Enormicies ſhew emſelves without Con- 
mol rationally. Expect, but that Miſe- 
11 
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— vf Mitre Py 
ſafeſ ties come'thraning; a ip 
e el e 1 

I paves tha ay, PRpares e ready 
a Paſſags / Sin makes) m for Jutly- 
ment, -Irdo's, ug twerg, deliver up the 
Key ef the Gates, or Freaks dawn che 
Fal of the beſt Fortify'd Tarn; act 
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qui- 
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£9: form) athiinvites rol ee 
ae Penh, and pr MMG 2 bo 

os his teat MIt 

te 2 gr 
ow heal *t07:the!, Gs to ſretdif 
any; Thing may ent 
their Ruin ſo ps may ſecue his On- 
en o e e Le 
10 Tis true; The Frelixigſſogi t A 
ple ſometimes; is ſo'tougibin's; and) Be 
uin Kanus d, that; God reſol des to Vit em by 
this e e Proceedings, thaugi 
rc 5 — AO . And | 
Re oh non d attempt CIT, R $3: Jer. T 4. 
on- Exe 14. A. Such, Manthies* 8 
life: eou d not ly divert or alter his I 
ries] n | D | * 
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Dee up, Ephriim “ How ſhall T Jeliver 
tof His Goodneſs' and Love; Such was 
-moſt diff eee abus d his Merey and 
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flexible Detefmigations in ſuch a Caſe; | _ 
"Yet OLSEN manifeſts æ great Rea- fer 
dlineſs to H Reèconciliation, yea, even th 
when Wickedneſs has made very Con- Al 
fiderable Advances. Thus twas in the || ie 
 Ciſe before us. Tho their Tow ring Pro- 0.5 
-phaneneſs had greatly Incensd Him, On 
And his Judgnients had now made a ve- þ| 0 
ry near Approach, yet he Seems de- 
Nrous that 4 Stop might be put to their Þ| 
March,; that Sue might be foumd to ſtay Pa 
Hand. He fezrce®\knows how ib 


s 
10 give ent 1775 tas ſuch Unpleaſing 
Work. H. 11. 8. How ſhall I give 


ee, pal ? "Sch was the Language 


tHe Sounding of his Bowels, Tho They'd 


ering. And what other Mean- 


Long-Su 
Seripture, or 


- ing Has the whole ſerain of 


"the Conduct of Pyobidenctes ho 


Prop. Such 3s the Lord's Alorible t 
ciel, and his Pronenęſi to Merey, 
that oftentimes deſerved Penalties are kept 
off from the Body of a People, by the feafo> 
e ee of a ay 2 wan rer, 

'* 5:09 ena 


How 


Sa 


Ts tt 4 
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if; | Ho ſuccsful'this way were Lot, Mo- 


ven || the Lord Condeſcend : in Sodow's Cafe 2: 
And yet lower here in the Text. He 
the || ſeeks to find Oue Mar to ſtand in the 
os || Gap, and keep off Judgment, as tho": 
im, | Oe might doit. So Jer. 5. 1. Im but 
ves | Oze, Say Lou, And what can One do 


de- Ave I fand ſingle There's not One 


ieir ia all the Town, where I live, to take 1 
tay Part, and what cam I do by my ſelf 8 Poſs: 
libly much more than You are aware of; 
ing | wou'd you. but be perſwaded to make 
e | a Tryal. Great Matters are ſometimes 
ver Effected by a kind Providence for the 
fake of 2 very ſmall Remnant. J. 9. I. 
va9 Is not here Incouragement for Lou to 
yd do what you can? And tis Henorable to 
ind appear on the Lord's Side, when there 
26s are Crouds againſt. Him. 
or Tis — 4 tis not Eaſy. to determine, 
vie how few, or how far, ſuch Religious is 
tenpoſer may prevail in many. Particalan 
JC ec; there being ſome variety in Di- 
viue condnct, as to this Matter. Judg- 
ment is ſometimes more Quick, at 9 
times more Dialatory, yet we muſt ſay, 
x * He's a aGod of 2 and frequent 


ON x v4 | 5 > ly 


ſer, Samuel, and Others? How low did: 
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his a Brogfiof it; | Mbata very Few: | 
a Inſtrumdũtal: to prevent, ſeemingiy || « 
Impetill in Sand aertainlz Deſet ved Judy: 
ats mal eli ni 2121 wwob ao R 
276. pA 72  Ubiwarding Sin, 
tba Lord lanly naricr ih Gees 
aud Carri ice of Euery Siaglt Perſon, fur 
to Relafofs Sinking - Pep! e. /Helought 
far. a Mau, Iherefore tis palt doubt; 
that He abſegvid the Condut and Be- 
havioar, of Every Ludiuidudl. He nar 
rowly:remarks/the mara Ian er df our 
Souls asrwelb as oog Overt wr. at ſuch 
2 Day as this, whether: we be Apptez. 
heofive of it, or not. God's Eyes rite 
ta and g u thro tlie Nation, to ſeẽ 2 — 
all fend Afﬀetted: to his Honour, Inter- 
eſt, Work, and the Publick Welfare, 
And we“ muſt not imagine that our 
— * s, 2 from the 

age ian s, will ezempt | ts 
Adel dad Gig, 7 Polly Wen Br 
netds fancyyi/Thatitis:no Matter of Us: ef 
We deere Perſons ʒ ſuch as make I. 
no Hgure in the World; our Endeay | be 
vaurs are very huſguiſtant, &. Yet: | to 
we |ſtiou'd remember, that the Lord A 
e Who ey 12 and ßere they | Jt 


Are, i 1 


i7 
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ve, that are not Concernd to Vindie 


cate his Honour and fave the Lid, hy 


attemp n Breachithat Sin 
has av of He knows where there's an 


Honeſt, Upright Soul, that's Mourning = 


in ſeeret for the Abaminations in ile mdit 

of Us. Exzek. 85 4: where there's a Mane 
95 a Public Spirit in a Town ;, Mbere 
theres a Magiſtrate, that's: Zealous and 


Active for his Glory, in the due Im- 


provement of that Power he's intruſted 
with; whilſt others are imploying their 
fioful Wit to r down Religion, Ag 


— ors emſelves, gratifying their 
ſual Inclinations, conſulting their 


kaſes ſpreading their Plunre c, — 
Pleaſing emſelves with the Ginger of 
the Obiequons n or jm fuch 
aa. 3 0 

7. prop. At ſuch 4 Py 1 
to" fand in the Gap, and male up tbe 
Breach, it the moſt praper Caurſe to 2 
eff deſerved. and nd ing Judgments, 
This was theway to keep the Land from 
being Deſtroy d. If none can be found 
to interpoſe tor ſueh a Degenerate Race, 
Away they muſt go into Captivity. 
Judgment will overtake em, if there be 
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18 . 4 SERMON for 
no ſuitable Attempts to ſecure. n 
from its Arteſts. | * 
When ſwelling) Prophancneſs 1 o- 
were! pread à Once: more- Religious and 
Flouriſhing People; When Monſters in 
Wickednefs are fo far from being Reri- 
tier that they meet Us moi in Every 
Street; When all that's Sacred is Ri- 
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blackeſt eng upon 'Earth, „are 
become | Faſhionable, and He's the bra- 


| weſt Man that can run faſteſt to Hell; 
And All this aſter the Lord has been 
long Calling by the Still Voice of Mercy; 
the loud Thunders of Providence; 
What can rationally be thought to be 
before ſuch a People, but either Refor- 
nation Or:Ruin, a Repairing of the Breach 
Or 4 being Undone « ? Therefore, 
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u. Shall make ſome Euge quiry into tho 
Wark and Buſaneſr of thofe that wou'd 
Endeavour to ſtand in be r = es: 
up the * oo 


Wh God. i ; 
2. * Meg. 70 


ee Wark lies, VI 
- | 5 WITH 


dicul'd and trampled upon; When the 


tal to reſcue a Sinful and Endanger'd 
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Reformation of Maners. 19 
1. WITH GOD ;' By Earneſt Prayer 
and Supplication. Moſes, the Mediator 
betwixt God and '1ſrael, ſtood in the 
Breach,” to turn away Divine Wrath, 
Pſ. 106. 23. And that 'twas by Prayer 
and Supplication, you'll underſtand, if 
you conſult Exod. 32. 10, 11, Gr. 32 
Deut. . 14. If we wou d be Inſtrumen· 


— - * 
— — I =; 2 8 5 1 E 0 , if 
| — —_— 
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Nation, We muſt Intercede fort. We 
can't ſtand in the Gap, unleſs we fall 
down before the Lord, in mourning for 
thoſe horrid Abominations that are too 
viſible amongſt us. Were not our Hearts 
ſo uubrolzen, as they are, Our Hopes, as 
to the Repair of this Breach, wou d not 
be ſo faint and languid. But is it ſtrange, 
that our Fears, as to this Matter, ſnou d 
be ſtrong, and Hopes Conſumptive, 
whilſt our Crimes are ſo Enormous, 
Groans fo few, and Cries ſo cold? 

Tis impoſſible that we ſhou'd, by 
fore of Arms, withſtand the Lord's Ju- 
dicial March: Alas! He can ſoon frown 
us into Nothing. Our Method muſt be 
by Intreaty and Requeſt. Heaven's Fa- 
vourites ſhou'd improve their Intereſt 
with God; this way. Thoſe that _— 
** | waat 


20 — RMON. ”_ A 
"what. Prayer means, have ſuch ar Li let 
N Humane Laws ſometimes fo id << 
ae Hands, that a Nation is depriv'd 
of their Service, yet aben the way to Hea 
ven is not block d up. They may ſ hen 
to God, in ſecret, when they ate ino 
Allow d, publickly, to ad for him. When 
che Sword of Jultice is not adventurd in. 
to their Hands, they may have d Har. 
Tou that are not heeded by the Grauuet 
of the Earth, that lye out of the way 
where they ſcatter their Favours, may 
be Welcome at the Throne of. Grace. 
Jon ve no ſhare in the Gorerumemt uf the 
| Nation, yet yon may wreſtle wick the 
Dort muur of the World. for t. Prayer 
and Tears help to l ar e 
for more of — er e Ph — 
Aan nn Jon be _ 99 
2. WITH MEN 5: By the Berge 
Ju ice Prayer, if ak is attended 
with fuitable Endeavours to obtain what 
we deſire. Ie that pretends tc A: lelv 
loud for help, and Won't ſtir ft, in hot 


the uſe of proper Means, does but Com- by 
pliment with God. There ſhaw be refo 
not only a ftanding. in the Ga, hut, 4 Wo 


making ap; of the Bea and how, 105 atte 
| eſs} _- 


1 15 


Ber] & the Truth of this Point, compare the 


low 
veal Therefore tlie Refijing of Diſorders 


ſaid, He. fought for « Maz.t0 ſtand in 
Erxecutet i Judgment. The Concluſſon is 
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leſs that ( vis. Sin,) he remov d which 
cans d, and does continue it, whilſt al- 

d! The Gauſe muſt be remov d, if 
we wou d that the Eyed ſhou d ceaſe: 


ſcems to be an apt Expedient for ma- 
cat ion. For your fuller Conviction, as 


Text, with Jer. 5. 1. In one Place tis 


the Gap z In. the other, „ one that 


eaſy and unforc d, Executing , Judge 
ent is One way of ſtanding in the Gap, 


aud making np the Breach. Thus was 
Phinehas's Celebrated Zeal diſcover d, 
and with good - Succeſs, Pſal. 106. 30 
Then. flood np Phinchas «ud Executed 
Judgment, and the Plague was ſtay d. 
Which is more largely accounted for, 
Nuh, 25. Thoſe that wou d ſhew em- 
ſelves. Uleful in repairmg this. Breas 
ſhoud be Zealous for the Canſe of Gody 
by jaſt Attempts to Swppreſs Vice and 
reform the Nation. This Important 
Work, of which we now treat, ſhou'd be 
attended, according to oùr Refo ectiui 
I -- _- _— 
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I. Auußoritutively; as Prints; pal « ih thj# 
Bl F.. Th the repairing of "this\Bro# 
Rem Yall ſome act as Ae Bede 
i. e. ſuch as by Divine Providetice, are 
intruſted with * Got or ® Evelefſticil 
Power. Tis their Work, and will 


Gre hope) be their Concern, to ſtir 25 


Bie ents in. this Grand Affair. Good 
ws Cech: 195 fome ſort; are a Mall 
© us) are pro ided by our Legiſſators 
Now GED t U who . 
4 is devol vd. tion d attend the Du- 
= of their Enineni Poſts, for the more 


ccesful Management and Advance of 
IS Work. Of theſe, ſome have more 


IJ ower, others 05 : — for the ſame 


Ma ler are en fly e 


fr this e | ley are to be Terror. 


70 Evil Woths s to Ede Wrath upon 


Bim that. does Evil; 5 not hearing the 
Sword in vai, Row. 1 3, 4 None can 


Fationall; judge, that ſach are only to be 
* from their Neighbours by 


their 
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their Magitratick Rales, Careſs d with 
Honorary Titles, or entertain d lomer 
times with, Fepular Huge 8. and . Acclar 
mation, &c. But they are. {et there iy 
the Honour of God and the Publick Good; 
And at thele muſt thejr Dehgn be le- 
to make up this Fence. But if it hon 
ſo fall out, mhich is not g Thing impo 
ble, that Any of this Character ſhou 
be dropping their Oaths, and hard gi 
Others in Wirkedneſs, when they hou 
pulling Stanes out of the Hall, with both 
henſion, the, Breach way not great e- 
nough. If when, Naotor ious | nders, 
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are brought before em, and Convicte 
there's Nothing ſaid, but, they are di 
miſs d with a Compliment, the Gap is as 
widetas twas, yea, deen. 120 
Iwoud nat wander from that Apo- 
Rolicł Injunction, Rom, 13. 7. Render 
Honour to. whom Honour. Nor ſpeak E. 
vil f the Rulers of the Reople, AF. 3g. 8. 
And therefore wou d not be thought 
by this (or that which cloſes the 626, 
Lak E 2 Prop, 
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ny FPerfonal Reflexions, or any 

that might caſt an Uncomely Shade up- 

5 ay Grandeur of that Hanonrablo 

But tis too plain and ſuu a Cale, 
ood Engliſh Laws, 


poo. ; ney of cu Wiſdom: of” our - Sera 


are as N6-Laws, for want of Hands, 
is ſeveral | Parts 'of the 'Nition, to put 
ut in Execution. ' For what's the! diffe- 
ce betwixt No- Pam: and Liws Not. 
rg 28 (8 e and Ser- 


| 1 1 Eee As to this Matter we may 


The Law is but a- dead Leiter, the 


Vigorous, Active Spirit of a Ma griſtate 


ick neth. Heres no more than is re» 
mark'd in that Preclamation | Which has 
e forth from the Throne for the 
more Effedtual Sappreſſeng ＋ een, 
* Prop pq. . 

Wou d a ſtable be a Mor to re- 
pair this Breab, which Sin has made. 
h that his Character be 
known by the Haff in's Hand: He ſhoud 
diftingaiſh himſelf by an'lnduſtrions Di- 
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a+ | And as for thoſe that are imploy d 

ns as Heralds of Divine Grace, I they 
wou'd ſubſerve this needful Work, they 
ble | muſt make it their Buſineſs to advance 
1e; | the Bleſſed Redeemer, and real Practical 
vs; | Godlineſs, © Thus ſome Glo the Text; 
— They that ſtand in the Gap aud make up- 
» 
le- 
ohh 
er- 


the Breach, are ſuch as Order their Owre 
Converſation aright, and teach Others to do 
ſo. Conſequently, thoſe whoſe Practice 
is the Reverſe of this, are making tik 
Breach greater. They that pretend to 
be Stars in the Redeemer's Right Hand, 1 
and wou'd be own d as ſuch, thou'd be 
ligbruing Souls to Heaven, by the Sparks 
ling radianty of their Converſation, as 
well as the Purity of their Dorne. 
2, Charitatively; as Affiſtants in th 
Work. This reſpects, more eſpecially, 
ſuch as are in a Private Capacity. They 
ou'd be contributing ſomething, in a 
way of Hulſeruient Iuſtrumentality, ac- 
cording to their narrower Spheres. The 
Text allows it: God ſought for a Men 
amongſt em, i. e. the People as well as 
ow | their Superiors. Thou art not à M. 
| giffrate, but thou art a Mar, and thats 
> | the Term in the Text. You are nat 
Ke | Principal. 
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36 A SERMON n 
Priobipal-Buil dert, or ſtrily and forazal- || fic 
Builders, in repairing this Breach, yet | {in 
an unjuſt and wild Inference thence || to 
to conclude, That you've Nothing to do || Of 
in this Matter: for you may be very || an 
feryKeable in bringing Materials toge- fo 
there Private Means you may be uſing, | he 

The reclaiming of Sinners, ſuch -as | m 
Advice, At monition, Reproof, Exhortas | of 
Nun, ic. And when theſe Meaſures [| al 
Quhich;- in ordinary, ſhou'd © be! firſt | At 
«yd, Lev. 19. 17.) are Un- ſucceſsful, 
Jou ma; proceed to thoſe that are ſome- 
what-mbre- ſevere.” Lou may be very 
Inſtrrimental in putting Good Laws a- 
Salt Prophaneneſs in Execution; hy 

ing tbe Mas: iſtrate in his Work, name- 
. in diſcovering Wicked Clubs, Rio- 
tous. Debhancheeg,in giving Information of 
ſuch as are Guilty of Prophane Curfing, 
Swearing, Blaſphemy, Drunkenneſs, Un» | 
dleanneſs, Sabbath-Breaking, c. as ſiſt 
voll ve had [formation from ——— toi 
is phin, the Magiſtrate cant be-an | cul 
of EarWitniſs to all thoſe Evils that | Pe: 
= committed within the compaſs that by 
mies und bounds his Authority. The | ing 
R bes * a God; becauſe of His | Th 
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37 
ſinful Reſpect, upon that ſcore to — 
to him Divine Incommunicable Perfect 
ons. How many Hundred Horrid Ou 
and Dreadful Curſet, Ge. are belcht 
forth, that no Magiſtrate cam-pollibly } 
hear of, but by Others Infurmatium 2. Tis 
meet ne that he be told by Others, 
of thoſe Diforders that fall under the 
laſh of the Law, within his Juriſaliction. 
And if None will do this Office, why iq 
they complain of em, for not 
ing ſuch Offenders, when indeed tis im- 
poſſible that they ſhoud? Nay, don't 
you lye under the Charge of Hypoctiſie, 
becauſe of your loud and tart{Exdama- 
tions againſt others, for the (ſuppos d) 
Neglect of their Duty, when, at 
ſame time, you are (really) Criminal b 


Reformation of Manuntrs. 
et 'twou'd be an exceſſive Eli 


in a like Cale? 


The Obligations you are Wäg 00 455 
fiſt in this Excellent Work, are nume 


tous and forcible; not nom to be parti- 


culariz d. Tis kc on all ſides, that 
Perſons become Partdhers of others Sons, 
by concealing em, by not complain- 
ing of em, it they've Opportunity for te 
T herefore is the Mention of it ſo Ex- 

w preſs, 


0 mY 


28 4 SERMON. for. 
preſs, Dent. 13. 6, 8. Many have rea- 
1on. to be ſenſible of, and humbled for, 
the Great Guilt they contract this Way: 
And who of us mayn't ſay, This, dey 
me remember our fault? Subjoyning with 
Hin, Lord, Forgive Us our Ot her Mens 
Sizs Let as to the Buſineſs in Hand, let 
it be remember d, for your Incourage- 
ment, that Jerrſalem Walls were built, 
= „ the Enemies Rage, Re- 
Oaches, Malitious and Violent Oppo- 
Ton, Ge. And one Reaſon, aſſign d 
tor this, was, The, People had 2 Mind to 
Won, Neb. 4. 6. Theſe were favour 'd 
with aſs and what they undertook 
Was happily Accompliſhd, tho it be 
leſt upon Record, as a Hach Brand . 

the NOBLES of that day, That the 7774 
rd. 


rati their Necks to the Work of their 
Chap. 3. 5. Tho we Bleſs God, that fo 


many of .Ours have ſhewn themſelves 
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Right Honourable, in giving n id 
© this Pious Project. . (2444 e 4h im 

II. How hou 4 this Broah MN. repdir 4 2 1 
or, How ſhou d ſuch Reli gious Underta- ve 
takers manage their Work! in order to de- 2 
ee C S 


M 
= | 4 Fr - 4 5; _ 


Rehren, of ee 
This ſnould be, N. n N 
1. Speealily; Delays, in 


| 29 


in ſuch a Caſe 
as this, are dangerous. When rhe ruſh- 


ing Waters have broken down the Banks, 
tis time to ſhift for out on Safety. 
When Sin rages and threatens with Ru- 
in, there's noed of quick Applications. 
Were our Walls broken down, and an 


Enemy, that wou d give no Quarter, 


advancing 


faſt towards us, we'ſhou'd 


conclude, Tas time to ceaſe our petty 


Diſputes, and joyn Forces for our own 


Security. How Abſurd and Extravagant 
woud it be, to ſay, Ihe Breach if not 


widle enoug g, The Enemy not near enongh, , 


Why in ſo 2 haſt ? Shou d we not: pi- 
ty ſuch! an one, as Cu d, or beſides 


Hinzſel f? When a Town is in danger of 


being ſack d, how improper and prepo- 


0 to be, with Domitian, catching 


Flies, ſpending our Time in telling ſome 


idle Story, 


Squabbling about Toys, or 


imploy d in ſome little Imnpertinency, that 


has not the leaſt Tendency to a Publick 


Good? Has not Abounding Impiety e- 


ven broken down our Walls; and Expos 
us to tlie Storms of Providence? What 


Re: that wou'd now ſay⸗ 


d 
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The Time is not yet, Tis ioo ſoon to re- 
pair the Broach; Why ſo forward & Surely 
Every One aligt's in a Capacity to afford 
Aſũſtance, i: ſnou d be Murr to dot, 
wah all poſlible Speed. 

2. Regularly; 
Good Scent neicher. We-muſtnot quit 
the Poſt, that Providence has Order d., 
and 
Suppoſition that we can manage Matters 
better than he dos. The neceſſity of 
making up the Breach, will not juſtify 
diſorderly Attempts. He that wou d c- 
pair, Work-man-like, muſt not ruſh for- 
ward of any faſhion, at an Adventure, 
but ſnou d take true Meaſures, that his 
Work may be Subſtantial and firm. His 
Beginning ſhou d be Regular, and Pro- 
greſs too. And no doubt but Ours 
ſhou'd be ſo We ſhou d firſt plead 
with God, and then deal with Men. 
And in our dealings with Men, fhou'd 
not firſt laſh ſlighter Offences, whilſt 
-blacker Crimes eſcape our Animadver- 
fion. Tis according to the Vote of Rea- 
ſon, free and un-byasd, That thoſe be 
dealt with firſt, that (evidently) do the 
moſt miſchi . 1 moſt obvious Rules 
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ſtep into Anothers Lot, upon 4 


 Refornition of Mamiers. 3 
of Policy are forgot, theplaineft'Maxitys | 
of Ns Overlook d, when the Gobern | 
ment dos not firſt ſecure a Grand Tray- 
tbr, an Arch+-Rebel; if poſſible. Re- 
e alſo as agreeing with the Ryle 
we are to act by: The Lam of God, 
W omiot The Laws of Men, as harms- 

izing therewirh./r! | fo # ) 

3. Couragionſiy and Reſoltedly. HE 
that ſteps into ſuch a Breach, and en- 
deavours to make” it up, had need be a 
Perſon of Couraggand Reſolution. He 
muſt be a MAN, One of a. Maſculine, 
brave Spirit. An In glorious Efeminacy, 
à creeping Pali animity prevents the 
Yndertaking or Effecting auy thing 
that's Greuf/ Faint Purpoſes are ſoon 
bafffld. Therefore when Joſhua was 
call dto Conduct I ael into Cunaum, God 
ſaid more tlian onbey CBap. x. Be ſtrong 
ind of God Gurage. nd Divine Incou- 
ragements will 'earty-a N Soul 4 

eat way, 

- Difficultics: make Gm needful; 
And indeed without hi little will be 
done in the Buſineſs of Reformation, 
which has ſo many Blocks in the way of 
you — not ſtick for want of 1hir 2 
2992 1 They 


+ - a SERMON yr A 
They that wou d do ſomething to pur 
poſe in this Pious Work, ſhow's be Men 
that wont be intimidated or diverted by 
Scoffs and Reproaches, by Frowns and 
Wry-Locks; that won't be run damm by 
the Threatenings and big Words of 
Bluſtering,, Hectoring Sinners, or the 
daring Sallies of Luxuriant Mitt. N 
Brave Spirit will die in the Breach, ra- 
ther then flinch or owa deſert 
what he has Undertaken. 
Theres need of Courage alſo wits; 
ſtand tlie Wheedling 2 — of Pre- 
tended Friends. Ae, will'ſuch ſay; 
Why ſhou'd you adventure your ſelf 
in ſuch an hazardous Buſineſs? Be 
<4, not more forward than Wiſe.” You! 
==  *-may-haye Time enough to repent 
1 2 our Unadvis d Raſhneſs/and Precipi- 
fancy. Why ſhoud yon Expoſe your! 
=_ <Sclfand ricejudadh your:Family, G 
Reſolution, like Neſemials, will rout 
whole Troops of ſuch Arguments astheſe; 
5 For they cant ſtand before A Reſolved 
_ Spirit. 511% bogpnr En! 
#4 Tho there's a | Difſorerheby betwixt A 
Genuine well-Temper'd Courage, 


1 r Wenne <2 
: 
ww 


e and 
Fool-hard nat ds pleaded for 
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does not, in the leaſt Authorize- pre- 


tuous; - furious 'Bravads's, or Im- 


prudent and bold Adventures. The 
trueſt Courage is that, which is the 


fruit and iflue of Faith. This ennobles 


and animates. When David cou d ſay, 
Hir Tyuſt was in the Lord, He cou d 
bruvely Subjoyn, He won d not fear what 
Neſb con d do unto him. Plal. 56. 4. 
And when may this Heroiciſm bè ſhewn, 
when may we (or ſnou d we) play the 
Mem, if not for God, and againſt Sin? 


wa Neadily aud Agoely. Theſe ſeem 


to = included, not obſcurely, in the 
Phraſes of Standing in the Gap, and 
Malzing up the Breach; and may, not 


improperly, be Connected. Starding is 


x Poſture that beſpeaks a Perſon ready 
for Buſineſs. - Foſhu#-and Sataware both 
repreſented Sranglane',' Zecb. 3. J. One 


y to pray for the People, The 


Other Feady to refift | him. He that 
Stands in the Gap is ready to oppoſe 
an Enemy. And * wp the Breach 
—— Acłivity. 
Thoſe that CAR not Warm and livel y 
in their Applications to Heuven, or that 
aue x Bear, Slow, Dull, Liltlefs, In- 


active, 
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34 4 SERMON: for! 
active, in their dealings. with Men, uo 
little in this Momentous Affair. Oue 
Active Perſon will do more in this 

Work, than Ten of another Spirit and 
Character. Some with well; Say, They: 
cou d be glad to ſee the Thing Effected, 
but wont ſtir; Theſe ſignify as much 
as Cyphers.. A Ready Active Soul dos 
much himſelf, inſpirits others, puts Lift 
into All about him; and then there's 
ſomething done to purpoſe. When {frgel 
had ſin d, the Lord calls to Joſpua, ban. . 
10. Saying, Get thee up wherefdke lieii 
thou thus on thy Face ? q. d. Frame as 
tho thou wou dſt do jamething, Theres 
need of Vigorous Endeavours. 80 
Sechamahto Ezra, Chap. 10. 4. Ariſe, Ct. 
q. d. Tis not enough to nurn deeply for 
theſe gro Diſorders, e muſt be Leal- 
ous and Active in redieſſing em. 


that wou d ſtand in the Gap, and mule 
up ſuch a Breach, muſt have their Eyes 
imploy d as well as their Hand. There's 
need of Caution, to ſecure emſelves, aa 


Watchful they mou d be, that none mayi 
by their Politick and; Subtil Methods; 
1 | =, "m- 


5. Watehfully and ae "Thoſe. | 


well as Courage, to deal with Otliers. 
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ads; | take em off their Work, or draw em 
We | to Inconveniences in the Management 
his: | of it. Whilſt we are Sedulouſly Endea- 
nd vouring to demoliſh the Devil's King- 
icy: | dom; He'll have Inſtruments ready toaf- 
ed; fault, and do us a Miſchief. The De- 
eu ſtroyer of Souls will ſtruggle hard, ra- 
other than loſe Poffeſſion: Which does 
ife demand, and will Vindicate, the moſt 
es | Grmvical- Circumſpection. He that ad- 
ie} | vances into a Breach, to confront an 
4 | Enemy,: had need look about him, leſt, 
en | thro his e e he be mortally 
a8 wounded. 

£60 'Perſcoeringly.” Repairing a Breach 
iS Gradual and Progreſſive Work. To 
lay Oue Stick orStore in't, cant juſtly be 
accounted. a ahing of it up, One ſingle 
Cry to God, or our Appearing for him in 
4 ſingle Inſtance (as the Caſe ſtands 
with Us) is not ſufficient. We muſt 
not only ſcand in the Gap, but ſtand to 
our Work ; yea, tho — preſent Suc- 
ceſſes mayn't. fully Correſpond to our 
Wiſhes. One Prayer ſhou'd follow a- 
nother to Heaven. Rebukès of Offend- 
ers ſhoud be Succeſſive. Thus are we 


is; IP Stones 1 the Breach. _ 
| tho' 


fitable, to welcome, by the wa 
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tho our. Progreſs. be but Slow, who 
knows what it may come to, in time; 


The moſt Celebrated Structures were 


auce but juſt peeping above- ground. We 
muſt not deſpairingliy throw up the 
Work, Saying, We ſhall never make any 
thing on t, why ſbau d we attend it any 
farther? Poſſibly our Advances are not 
ſuch as,we hopd for, However let it 
be conſter'd, That Duty is Ours . Suc- 


ceſs is God's. And he may take it well, 


that it was in our Hearts, that it was 
in our Hande, tho our Endeavours may 
not, for Juſt Reaſons, be Crown d ac- 
cording to our Defires and Expectations. 


IV. Our next Work, according to 
the Method propounded,, is to make ſome 
Improvement of the Whole, ſuited to the 
Subjeck and Preſent Occaſion. And, 
- I; T maynt be improper, nor umpro- 
9, Same warm 
e Interpoſition 


Thoughts, with reſpect to t 


of the Man, CHRIST FESUS. Tou 
know, that ſoon after God. had form'd 


his Creature, Maz, Sin made a moſt 
diſmal. Breach betwixt theſe Tuo. The 


Offender was hereby Exposd to all tliat 


Miſery 


*, I 
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Miſery which-was lodg'd in the Threats 
ning, laid open to the Arreffs Ko Ju- 
ſtice. Theres no Creature to 
to the Gap, betwixt Ofended (pr 
and the Criminal. The Rebel cant ſe- 
cure himſelf. The Angelick World cant 
make up the Breach; Twas too wide 
for that. But the Bleſſed Son of God 
mercifully and Seaſonably Interpoſes, 


that ſuch Vile Wretehes as we might 


not be deſtroy d. When there was no 
Man, no Thterveſſor, Lai. 59. 16. Ther 
the Mar CHRIST JESUS, is the 
Sole «Mediator betwixt God and Men. 
1 Tir. 2. 5. He alone ſtands in the Gap, 
to interpoſe betwixt Us and Armed 
Vengeance, tho twas impoſſible that he 
ſhoul d 1 under any Obligation to us. 
Stupendious, Condeſcention | Grace, that 
wants a Name ! | 

We were miſerably bt i in Sin before, 
and when dur ly Thoughts purſue 
this Noble Theme, may we not ſoon 
be happily Toft in a "Fett and pleaſant 
Maze Soul! Pale a little. Don t diſ- 
miſs this Head too haſtily. Let that 


which will 7 Eternity with Raptures, 
fill Thee with: Sacred Wonder. *Mayn't 
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D 
=_ our Affected Souls well Expreſs emſelyes 
1 [ Wan Holy Tranſport, and S „ Dehale, 
ma auer of Love is this | Leaving, it 
chere, 


Jene, in general, as hot knowing what to 
call? Bleſled be God tor this Mediator / 
"Twas from his I»terpoſition that this 
Viſible Frame did not ſtep back into its 
955 mal Nothing. Iis owing, to the 

Irtue of his Mediation, that Saints En- 


make up the Breach, are Succesful, What 
are our.Interceſſions on Earth, without 
His in Heaven g Zech, 1. 12. This puts 
an Honour upon your Reforming At- 
ecnipts-that YOu are buly to Subſerve th 
ener Delign, Enſure Our. Intere 
n, this JESUS we muſt, or elle ws 
are Expos to Storms of Wrath. An 
1 ternal Reformation will not mount our 
Souls to Glory, without Faith in Him, as 
= the Spring and Principle of it. 
2. Then, Earneſt Wielbers with Go 
ind Zealous Reformers, are the'Styength 
and. Security of a Place. Lis true, ſuch 
Perfons don't always. meet. with that 
Treatment amongſt Men,which may ſuit 
_ their CharaGer. Oo think, and 1 
IT 


— 


4 
-T% 


104 | * 


yr Twoud be well forthe World 
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Fivours now to, fand in the Gap, and 


* 
—__ \ = 
_ 


YE 


— 
" 
Z — — 
3 — DS 
Lo | 


xt oof anners., 3 1 


nc $ "Bandſomely ride of .* em Ie 

9 t th Hale, of it. I Kin, 1. 
to E y Are Strangers, to em, ana to 
„their Hefiünels otherwiſe = waud 
ws | never talk at this eee int rate. 


its | ow em more Relpeck, ing. fs 
$ hep os 5 


4 ke of "Wh t J Judgmey taãs 
n. | kept off em a N. Generation | 
ad Th 6. 1 


at CAA You that are cleaves 
ut ing to repair this Great Breach, madę by 
its | our Provocations, are taking a Method, 
u- | that's more likely to fortity and ſecure 
he | the Town, than Our e, and Gates, 2 
&| R Roaring, e 15 ande be gur 
ve tifici " Fortification: if we E Dy 
\n for'd 1 in the Divine Fa gar, 
ur, 
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5. Thic dee our, Profent Þ 15 
2 "Bs Teſpe& to, our Selves,.. 
I | ſhowd 0 guard againſt all, Sin? fe! tha 
make a Breach betwixt the Lord an 
£6 | That which threatens to pour in bag 
ch | ment upon a Nation, will not ſpare. a 
at | Particular Perſon, Poſſibly ſome of Us 
ut | are not much concern'd for the Publick, 
but ſhall we have. no regard to the ſafety 
x | of our own. Souls? hatever becomes 
a8 of tlie Nation, tis beyond diſpute, that 
„ Indulged 
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God may ſpare the Land, for the Sake of 
thoſe chic make it their Bus neſs to ſtand 
in the Gap, and yet Thou may ſt be Un- 
done by thy own Iniquities. Take heed, 
leſt thy nn Sin make an Everlaſting 
Breach N God and Thee, Others 
may rejoyce for National Deliyerances, 
arid thou how! for ever under that abid- 
ing Wrath, which is no more than thy 
due. Therefore the Subject ſounds this 
Alarm in thine Ears, Soul] Be Serious. 
2. With reſpe to the Nation. England's 
Sins have xpos d it to the Overfiow- 
. of Divine Wrath; And a 5 
ons are greatly aggravated by the 
TE peated Kindn e aggravated by A 
Wide Breach has been made. by that 
Soaring Wickedneſs, which has been 
long (and Alas yet 151) too Viſible a- 
mongſt us. Our Bus neſs now is, rpg 
ing to our Poſts and Capacities, to do 
_ what in us lies, by Iztcrceſſzon and Re- 
Permation, for the making of it up. And 
; when ſhall it be, if not at ſuch a day as 
_ this? When ſhall we hope for a more 
flavourable Juncture? Are not our Obli- 
gations zow very great, our Calls loud, 
| an 


; Indulg ed Sin will ruin us. A Gratious 
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and Incouragements Numerous ? -Shou'd 
not our Wavering Purpoſes be ripen'd in- 
to fixed Reſolves? ſhou'd not our Ap- 
plications | be. ſpeedy, Our Proſecution 
warm and V1gorous ? 

There's ſcarce any Thing that looks 
with a more Incouraging Aſpect upon ns, 
than the United Endeavours of ſo many, 
for the making up of this Breach. Amidſt 
thoſe other Matters that ſuggeſt gloomy 
Thoughts, this affords ſome Relief to 
our Sinking Spirits, Such Attempts wou'd 
have been a likely Method to've preven- 
ted the Captivity of the Je. 

Therefore the State of the Text, and 
our own Circumſtances, being ſuch, 
twill be no Impertinence, to notice a 
few Things, more particularly, relating 
to two or three ſorts of Perſons, vis. 

1. To thoſe that are Honourably At- 
tempting to make up this Breach, by 
Endeavouring the Hehe of Man- 
ners in this Town. 

2. To ſuch as are wer this Breach. i 

3. To thoſe Others that can't ſtri#ly be 
number d with either of the former ſorts. 

1. To thoſe that are Honourally At- 


"ONE to make up this Breach, 14 
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v2 A SERMON"fir \ 
Endeavouring the Reformation of Man- 
Hers. in this Towns. L * i 10 L 
The Work you've undertaken” (Ho 
uonred and Beloved Brethren ) is truly 
Great. Tis a Noble Quarrel that you've 
Eſpous d. Your Caſe hon d inſpitit and 
help you to diſcover an Holy Gallantry, 
2 Religious Bravery. That you meet 
with Diffcalties, need not be any Sur- 
prize... *Twou'd indeed be ſträngè if they 
ſhou'd fl vaniſh, when youre ſtrenu- 
ouſly Confronting the Powers of Dark- 


neſi, and aiming at᷑ the Subverſion of the 


Devil's Kingdom. Yet thro tlie Right 
Haud of the Lord you ſhall do Valiant- 
ly. IIs his Work, and thetefore your 
may hope for h Help, © 

Sundry Things have been already pro- 
pounded for your Incouragement : Nat 


Fhis One ſeems to be infinnated by the 


Text, viz. That You have the Approba- 
tion of the God of Heaven, as well as of 
the Gods of the Earth. For if the Lord 
Himſelf fought in Jeruſalem for 4 Man 
to interpoſe for à Sinful, Threaten d, 
Endanger d People, it ſeems but Natio- 
nl to ſuppoſe, that your Preſent At- 
tempts are well-pleaſing in his fight, 

1 in 


Reformation off Mauners. 43 
in;;ar day of ſuch; General Defection. 
I humbly hope that the Lord has fir d 
your Soul- with an Holy Zealifor his 
Glory, id that you have fo Voluntarily 
and Generouſly, Engaged in a. Work, 
that has. ſo fair and promiſing a Ten- 
deney twards the Divine Honour, the 
Preſent and Future Gaad of the Nation, 
the Intereſt of ſo man Souls, of Poſteri- 
iy, N. May you havethe Preſence. and 
Bleſſers (or Bleſſing- Preſenre) of Hea- 
ven, to QWN, 3 2 Fou“! 
Ar you apprehenſive of formidable 
Diebe ef Allow me £ Addreſs 
vous a8Azariah did Aſa and his People, 
2 an. 15. 7. Be ge ſtrong therefore, and 
les unt jour hands be weak + Why fo? 
For gour winkſball he remarded. You ſerve 


a God, that will not ſee you Loſers. And 
with, Nehemiab, a Lealous and Succesful 


at- auee Number d amongſt its Inha 


ferner, Chap: 4. La. Be not ye afraid 


en Remember the Lord, which is 
areabernd [errible; aud fight for your Bre- 


thren, (your Sons aud« your Danehters, our 
Waves 2 jour ae Tet BULL 
4, | have Reaſon, in Generations yetunborn, 
| to; bleſs God, that Suh: and /Sreb:;were 
bitanits : 
Tour 


44 . A SERMON for 
' Your Names Living in the Memories 

of Survivers, when er Bodies are mol- 

der d in the Duſt, yea, Ou-Liuing the 

Monumental Inſc riptions upon Your 

Tombs. 

But it may be thought proper to Di- 
ret, as well as Excite. You han't wanted 
for Advice, yet ſuffer me to Eee” it 

by a few Particulars, x. 

I. Remember to lift up your Hands; to 
God, as well as to ſtretch en forth 3 in af- 
Se erting the Rig ht s of his Cauſe. Prayer is 
{ometimes Garde d by lifting up of the 
Handi. That ſhou'd' be attended with | - 5 
the Executing of Judgment. Don't ſe- I 
parate what ſhou d be conjoyned. When bi 
Amaleck aſſaulted Ifrael, Joſbna'\ was to | '*" 
fight, and Moſes to pray, Exod. 17. And 18 
when Moſes's Hands hung down, when 
there mas 4 failure in Prayer, the Enemy 
prevail d. You ſhou d attend the Part 5 
of both. The more conſtant and live- 
ly in your Applications 20 God, and the le 
more Succesful are you like to be in your \ 
dealings mib Men. 1 

2. Do God's Mart in bis Ne ave | ar 
Strength,” Read with cloſe Attention and 55 


due Remarks, 1 Saur. 17. In _— re- L 
| $4 | 8 4 
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ſpects your Caſe Urge A that. _Y 
know, pe when th Ajraelitsh APR 
ſtood affrighted with ( 5 S big 8 

roud Boaſts, ſwelling and hecioting 
Words, and durſt not Engage, David, 
notwithſtanding theſe, accept the Cham- 
Ppion's Inſolent Challenge. And the Man- 
ner of his Engagement is Inſtructive 15 
J How that was, you oy 7 

9728 to gr in the Name of 

Fn the God. of the Arm El Lodo 
whow thou: haſt 42 d. And. ae 


Waits on him. | 


Your. Bufir nels is not to. deftroy Mus 
Perſons, but their Sins; not their Lives 
Hut their Ltr. That 'Wickedneſs you 


are Encountring, is of à Gigentich Sta- 


ture; has been thriving . long: What 
bold Efforts? What daring, Inſolent 
Affronts? God is defy d, by many that 
pretend to be Iſraelites, as well as b 
Philiitines Wicked Wretches are Cha 
lenging: Many ſtand by, look on, are 


0 to meddle, as "WAS then: We 


might ſay to you, as Saul to David, vou 
Are not able tc go againſt ſuch. Over- 

own Prophaneneſs. But ſeeing, God + 
125 made you willing to Euter the Liſts 


1 David's Meaſures: Be not Self- 


H con- 


CW „ reer. 
by] 1 


46 A SERMON oy 


Brfident:! Oo forth inthe Name of the de 
Ford o of Hoſts. Lou ſee w] at Oze Vaſt ad 
405 Dae #8. when 16 Mary, from | \* 
aWhom ſontething Great might 52 been for 
Expected, "are Nenbi ing By-ſtanders. 175 
Faith has wrought Wonders, Heb. 11. * 
By this Grace, Eminent Worthies, of Old, | 3? 
5 have ſubd 4 Kingdoms, wrought Ri ghte- D 
bal Gee. And is its Virtne row Er- * 


\Hauſted? Were its Fruits formerly ſo Glo- 

tous, and muſt it zow be made no ac- W. 
count of? Has it, in Ages tllat are gone, | '** 
dane ſuch Great Matters," as have fince = 


Amaz d the World, and miſt it now-a- 
days be decry'd and diſcarded, as an In- 4 
'valuable, Uleleſs thing? How often do's 1 
"Nehenridh” inert, Thro the Good Hand of | 
"our God upon 1 ? Remember the Sword ſere. 
of the Lord, and of Gideon, | 
3. Be upon jour Guard. They'd nee ; 
be lo, that word nale up fuch a Breach. 
When Nebemiab, and * that he Em- | © 


der 

loy'd, built the Walls of Jeriſalem, they 8 
1 45 bt with ane Hand an 2 the Sword Prin 
"2 25 other, for their own defence, Chap. 4- 2 


Our Eye muſt not be always abroad. Se- 
vere and Stingy Remarks upon Others 40 
Miſcarriages, whilſt our own are Allem F 
70 Pass wit hout Eramination, are the Evi- ach 

| dences 


cc, 3" iTF,f * — Rac Ms 


Refarmation of | Manners. 4 
e dences of an Hypocritical Zeal. Look 
+. | £9: ourſelves we muſt, that it may ne- 
; ver be ſaid, ſuch pretended to be Res 
ch formers, but were Un-reformed. Tan 
* that ſays, Another ſbau d not Steal, Doſt: 
77 thou Steal? If Men of your Character[mè 
| 4 don't look ſtrictly to their Own Morals, 
they take the moſt Effectual Courſe to 
. one their Attempts with reſpect to O- 
| thers. Now? TERED WEED | 
.n 4. Jon Hearts and Hande. This 
Work calls for United Force. Be con- 
cern d to act in Conjunction, with the 
ſweeteſt Harmony. There's need of ma- 
. u Hands, but let not Oue hinder Auo- 
il ther. When the Builders above-men- 
of tion d buckld to their Work, they 
4 | frength'ned their Hands fort, Neh. 
12. 18. Union has a fair Tendency this 
ed Way. | a» 21 1 
Your varying Sentiments in ſome Mat- 
n. bers Extra-Eſſential, don't here come un- 
„ | der Conſideration. .'The Plain ang Great 
3, | Principles of that Holy Religion, which 
you All own, engage you againſt rhe 
1 too- prevailing Debaucheries and Iumo- 
ralities of the Preſent Day. The Text 
bY do's not ſay, that it muſt, be a Man of 
tuch a Perſuaſion or Denomination,” but 
- 5% lh 2 


18 __ SERMON- for. 


4 Mun One heartily concern d for the 
Honour of God, and the Good of the 
Nation; One of a Brave; Adive, Cen. 


un, Prebl 8 Spirit. - Diſtingaiſting 
deres # c dert t proftrateProphane- 


neſs: '' Mayr be known in England "as 


ence twas 12 Jud ab, That 455 Heel of 


Gbd;' wan to prove them One Heart, to dv 
the Conmutidmwent' of the” King «nd "the 


Princes, by 80 Word of the Lord, 2 Chron, | 


4 IR® 


$6; 12. 
1G Pet y 55 ew be ay with p- 


PRO aol to he Zealoriſly affected 


Agb Matter, Gal. 4. 18. Zea hond 


3 yet Prudle re thoud prevent the Ir- 
regular Ont-breakings of it! You ve nerd 
of Prudeunte, both with reſpe to your 


Perſanal 9d Social Conduct. Thoſe 


that are naturally of more forward Spi- 
its, ſnou d Cautiouſſy watch over Am. 
Fer we mult be concern d, that an Un- 
generont Pufellanimity, applauded under 
the Netion of Coffultin Priedentials , 


may nt prevent our Uſefulneſs. Preter- 


Adel Prudence has baffled many a good 
Project, and' render d many'# Noble De- 

ſign Abortive . 

8 Les gene Goth be ba with 65 

' partidlity. Ho- frequently do Perſons 

OED. | Socpet 


= V. ' 


Such a One is à Great Man, and the 
he. Swear, I muſt have a care of falling 


ander his Diſpleaſure, by an Explicit or | 


Iuſunuated Reproof. Such an One has 
ig d me, therefore 11] ſpare him Ons 


good Turn requires another. Such 4 ne i 


is a very good Cuſtomer, but difoblige 
him by an ſrformation and he's gone; 
will never ſet foot within my Shop- 


. 


bor 
again. Such are of my Perſuaſiam, theres 


fore Fil be kind to my felt and my way - 


of Profeſſion, in being ſo to tliem. What 
Nervous Arguments! Will they abide 
the Divine Teſt ?: What's the Plaiti and 
Undiſguis d Senſe of ſuch Reaſoning; 
but this? I'll diſpleaſe God and wour 


Conſcience, rather than have e Ne 


Mill of a-. Friend. Here's ſomething of 
Policy indeed, in theſe Popular and Pre- 
valent Argumentations, but Piet is a 
Stranger. Surely Sin is Sin in whotnſo- 
ever. Curſing, Swearing, Drunkenneſs, 
Get are not to be Condemmd for Vices in 
ſome, and Dignify d with the Glorious 
Title of Vertue in Others. 
5. Let your Fidelity have a Sweet Alla 
of Compal ſiom. Pity thoſe you 166, te 
manifeſtly, under the nn 


Reformation of Manters. $9 
Secret Thoughts run to this Purpoſe 4 


had _— —_ _ ad. Sj a. HP os 4 8 16 y | S_ 
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52 4A SERMON for 
Luſts. Let your: very Souls be moy'd 
within you for em. Do nothing with 
an Unſcemly Superciliouſneſs, but AU 
out of real Compaſſion and from a Senſe 
of Duty. Dont too much iaſult, Con- 
ſidering that You alſo may be tempted. 
Forget not to mourn for the Sin, when 
You-Endeayour to reclaim the Sinner. 
8. Hingly Eye the Honour of God, and 
= 4 he favours Tou with Succeſs, return hin 
_ the Glory. All Lines of Action ſhou'd 
mend to, and terminate in the Glory of 
| God; as their Proper Centre. Watch a- 
„ e, the Intruſions of Self. Let it not 
adyanc'd under a pretence of Religi- 
on and doing God Service. Guard againſt 
Jehu's, e Flouriſh, Go, See 
mm Zeal for the Lord of f Hoſts. What- 
oy 5 God: does for, You or by You, __ 
_ #11bbe; ' 


. 3 
_ * 
—— 


f 

— — — — = = * 3 — *— — 2 FA , 

K a 32 " — F 3 . — 8 , F 6 adi. . 
8 bas, ag = * * . 5 | 
= — L - = ; » 

G IS, 2 4 —_— ww — _ . - — . — — 
* - — boy > 2 n — =- — —- * 3 
EX : T - N — 


« 
— —— 


* — — 
0 __ 
*%. 


— * 
3 Pat 


liave the Glory. 
ble. Tis Hondur N for us, to be 
Inſtruments in his Hand. As He comes. 
down to you, in Condeſcending and 
favourable Az Fances, let your Hearts 
mount 1p to him, in thankful and Sen- 


on edgments. Lat the Ex pert 


Ro. 


1 - -'- 3. 30 


4 
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R Geno of Manners. 5 
ences you have of Heaven's Goodneſs 
in this Affair, accent your Gratitude, 
and invigorate your Spirits in your far 
ther Progreſs, that, to your Honour, and 
our Advantage, you may be juſtly Sc yd, 
THE REPATRERS OF Ou 
BREACHES. N 

3. To ſuch as are making this Breach | 
Wider. viz. Open Offenders; who dont 
only hinder ſuch as are at work to rake 
it up, but are wia ning it, by Vollies of 
Oaths, Streams of Impurity, &c: Poſſi- 
bly there may be Some of this Cha- 
racter here Preſent, to whoſe Conſide- 
ration I wou d offer a few Things, by 
wayof an Expoſtulatory Addreſs, Solemn- 
ly requeſting, that the Great Reformer 
of Hearts and Lives,” wou'd fend: em 
home to their Conſeiences. Y 

Sinners! What d' ye mean 2 Can 
you perſuade your Selves that the Breach 


betwixt God and You, or betwixt Him 


ahd the Land, is not wide enough al- 
ready? Are you reſolvd to wid'n it, 
as much as in you lies? Sha' nt the Soft 
Charms of Mercy, nor the Terrible Me- 
naces of the Divine Law, nor the Kind- 
neſſes of your ſolicitous Friends, affect 


your. Souls? Are you indeed fully per- 
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52 4 SER MON 
ſuadedd to march forward in your Extra- 
aganeies, with an Helliſh Bravery, 


Dome what will? Can Toy claag; pg i 


Dann Everl aſting Burning? 
Shall Others ee d for the E 
ers Intereſt of your precious en 
and will not- you your ſel ves? What 
ſhout ber your Rational Arguings - in 
this Cale? Is my Soul more to them, 
than my Self ? If I miſcarry, mult, not 
I bear It 2 If I fall fhort of Heaven at 


laſt, Who has the loſpon't 2... -- 4) 


Have you any Reaſon angrily 10 Re- 
ent others Induſtrious Attempts for your 
beſt Good # Are they not Acts of; Rind- 


 nefs;/3f your baſe Lylis\wou'd bo allow 


vou to interpret em as uch! 2 Is it not the 


gladly be Inſtrumental to reſcue you 


rom? Can you indeed think, that they 
are intending to do you a Diskindnels? | 


Will your Reaſons give you leave, to 
imagine, that ſuch. as wou d, Check 


your; prophane -Curking and Swearing, 


©, do, in this, mean you any harm? 


Is it not the Bottomleſs, Pit, that they 


would keep you from tumbling head- 


long into? and will you quarrel with 
m for Endeavouring to prevent your 


Deſtroying your ſelves. You 


FNR ko aw aw 


22 


28 8 
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vou idecbuntotem B/ Bodies; fuch 
as. meddle Wirlibwhüt's not their own 


Concern. But'why (hbutd you! reckorl - 


your ſelves diloblig d by the Mexſures 


they take? Do you Fancy that you tan 
as caſiby-i.eſcape' Diviae Penalties as 


2 few Shillirtes 


the Almightfs Wrath arpeſts you? C 
you get out of the way where the 
rows of Divine Vengeance fly? Can ou 
fortify and fecure your ſelves agaltift 
the Attacks of :Oninipotence'?: Can jun. 


Hearts endure, or your Hands" be ſttong, 


in the days that God ſball deal with du g 


Exel. 201 14. Cant that God you are 


diſnonouring and provcking by your 


and is not that inconcrivally moro th 
the -laſhes of our preſent Eugliſb Laws 
If thoſevthat defign you Good camt 


now ferret you out in your Wicked neſs 


ic being purſud ſo Cidndeſtinely, D 
You think, that „ht Word of the Lord 


will not be found true, which is recod 


Fal 1 | 7 


nd 


But do you judge tliat 
the Puniſhment will be no ſharper, when 


o 
e ' 
— I 
* 


Horrid Impieties, ſoon diſpatch you in- | 
to Hell, and lodge you there for even 


A 8E RM ON 


of your Mid-night Reyelings and De- 
baucheries? of thoſe Curſed . 
ons your Neighhours cant be Witneſſes 
to But I ſhal leave it d Your: own 
Thaughts to Inlarga upon that awful 
Text; ä — landiſhe 


ments ot din ſeem tocarrythe moſt po. 


erfld Chatinsz that neither Refhr mation 
Serinons, nod) other Refonming Metbods 


may Liſe) aue ae tataggravate 


ur V VS yr 303 10 10 8 e 

What? pet Un · impreſs d "rar 
your Thoughts a little to the Sweet 
Strains of Eove, and ſee if they may nt 
have a greater Influence. Is God for- 


WM ward 40 deſtroy ? If ſo) woud he have 
f 1 | foewn: you fuch thitlgs an theſa3 Is it not 


great Condeſcention that be II 


Inſtruments for your Good, when he cats | 


fo:quickly break you in piccts:?. ſhall not 
ther!Tenders, of his Grace tu rebellious 


k . Wretches, . affect your Hearts 2:Do's he 


intreut, when he might daun, and fhall 


net Kindneſs draw 2: Do's he make an Of- 


tet Grace and Glory, when he might 
Wy ruin you for ever, and ſha nt it melt? 
Will you yet grie ve him by Leur Iniqui- 


W tics? Shall Love: be abusd? Mercy — 
[| 


+ dul \ What do;you-think now 
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| road to Deſtruction. Lon may vive? our 


you may, Salvi | 
_ reed, This is not a ſquſſle about Fringes - 
and PhilaGeries, : Decency anid Order, for 


I 


Refarmupion of Manners. 35 


led ypan2. Gagdneſr:affrontdd? Heabgt 


Id Ge deſpisd) Tour am Sopls 


iſregarded What. d ye/ mean? 44 


And yet You muſt kr ow, that an R 
ternal Reformation f '\Menners is not 


Sufficientz;: There muſt be à 1thorow. R& | 


w#ovation. of the whale Mar. Lou may 


forbear thoſe groſs Eyils4 that are no 


tio d in the King 'h Prodlamation, for tear 
of the Puniſhment there aſſign d. and 


yet be ſalfxdcluding Hypocrhes, in the 


Purſes, yer {ſe your Souls May 


the Stocks; yet leap into Hel. 018 


Theſe are not ſome Curions Empty dhe: 
aulationt, {ome Diſputable Miceties, that 
Conftienti,” embrace or 


a Ceremony, or agiuſt it : but what dos 


immediately relate to yaur Souls beſt in- 


tereſt. Play therefors, Entertain Leue 


Calm Thoughts about theſe Matters. 
hy ſnoud you not? Can von Employ 
your noble, Rational Powers, to better 
Purpoſe > Your Carnal Mirth will hort- WW 
iy be damp d, Your muddy... Pleaſunts - 
brot to a period. Begin to:think, as Men 
that muſt dy and be judg'd 2. And the 


Lord aſſiſt and ſucceed in your Solemn 
r TOO La Pe- 
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Debates with oyBar \owmP Conſtierices! 
_ git To hell Orbery, thartdnitflragly 
be Numbermwith either of the ferme 
fare wo iti oY a Do 
On, Darunter Gdllioss Such ds ard 
Newters in'thi9Afhir; Is id notitss'E- 


Kent, that thife is ſuchſ A Generation 
amongſt Usa H , a Spirit of adi 
Nreioy reign oe H many of ſuch an 
Un- Chriſtian Temper; that rs all one 
tothem; Whether this Bye ⁰ he Wider 
ordtraicer,( whether thefe hb αιννν Refopl 
kb ON nowe-\'16 Nude dò hut thrive; 
and theirSeealarAffairs proffieraccotditig, 
—.— nene dee ror 
belenough irh us, to pleud. We done 
2 — f Gopwinkey: We Suglit to be 
buſy, with Ochets}! to make it up. Mes 
Nr was Our d, not for fighting gd, 
the Lord, but for not- helping lim. And 
dd not our Bleſſed Lord ſay, which is 
Applicable in this Caſe, He that is noi 
with me, ip agalinſt ne: e 
Ole not Conſciehce now ſaying, Thi, be 
Tagtf to mb & If ſo Take heed of Sem 
wan that Iauν Preacher, Orof Suſpends 
dug Him 4h Offoio for one haur. What? 
is the Glory of God Nothing to you 


> 


& .. Don't you matter whether Perſons P ray 


Pr Smear? Are Bleſſing and curſing Words 
2 . a _" * 7 9 | 


| 1 55 in your Chriſt ian-Name * Are you not un- 


E Name mu not be put 8 Yer they can heat 


Efeu, — * 


of che fame Signification with youꝰ Hade Ef 
ous Str unrof d Devout Soul no ſweeter © Scund: 
than Oaths und dreadſul lImprecations 21s ipaltong 
to you, whether the Name of God be Honour d e 
Blaſpher?d? Shall a Nation be dengn with 
Wickedneſs, endanger'd by (er impend . 
fo 8 and will yourelt in your Cul Wel d 
ifferehcy-? What Spirit are you of ? 
no Fepard to the Sc and Bodies of choſe — 
proceed out of your own Loyns? No Concern fon 
the Temporal and Eternal Welfare of precious 
Souls ue you? No ſenſe of the Intereſt of the. 
Hrgſent ox Riſing Generation? Wherefaredoygu 


er Sotemn' En 2 to imploy all your 
Powers againſt the Devil's Intereſt? Can you de: 
nyit . and yet ſtand to your Baptiſin? Dont you 
by y bur Liſtleſßneſs, Oſcitaney, Heedleſs Inacti- 
5 draw the Guilt of others Sin upon you? An 
how will you bear up under hat, and yolr'ow# 
too? Have you not ten told, that if a Soul Sin, 
and heul the Voice of Swearing, and i a Witneſs, 
whether he has ſeen or known of it, if he dom 
#tfer it then be ſhall bear his Iniquity: ? Lev. F- x7 
Let thir Text have your cloſe Thoughts. 
PF won d affect a ſenſible, tender. Spirit, to obs 
ſerhs.! ' how ready and earneſt ſome Perſons are in 
their oh Cauſe, who har't one Word to ſay for 
God's. Is therr Good Name in danger of being a 
Sufferer; how quick are their Reſentments? They” - 
can't tell how to be forward enough in vindica- 
ting their own injur'd Reputation. A Reflecting 
word, or that which do's but ſeem to bear ſuch 


Others, 


Fi nal 4 


— - 


gs +++ 4SERMON; far 
Gut even gend the Sdcred Name of Godby | /ii 
their daring Oaths, can ſee them drunk, pro-] Th 
Planie be Daygf God, and be all the while un- oft 
moYd, have their Hearts untouch'd, gand their | Pri 
Fongues.ty'd, as tho! they were poſſe/s'd; with | par 
un Devil, 114 21 its 9 3 36943! f 
E Oncenn d and Senſible Well-wiſhers ta this | and 
Fablim Work: Such whoſe Hearts are;Zortand | 1 
Mi, but their Narrotwer Spheres don t allow ſo | you 
much as Obers are capable of. However, | the 
21% Let ibo King of Heauen haue your Addreſ- | Sec 
fer; for ubs Nation, Let yout warm Hearts ſend | ing 
up ſtwog Cries to God for the Land. If you Ch 
can do no more, you may pray. Plead with | Go 
God: tei Anſe and maintain his own Cant PI, | En 
22> When ſhall we mourn for England's: Sins?! © 1 
| ſhall we wreſtlegtor National Meręies, | att 
if not ho hen ſo Many abroad, and ſaMany | ces 
wWichin our on Bowels, are taking thoſe Mea- | con 
ſſues that have a Tendency to out Over:throw 2 | bab 
n yon Applications to the Throne of Grace, fide 
f get not theſe Reforming, Attempts, \\Beg'that | reg 
wars happily begun in ſome Parts of the Na- | you 
din may ſpread more UInivefſally, that our Rel 
Hand breudih may Cover our Heavens. Lift un hav 
2 tod for the Succeſs hereof in us Jawn, you 
Obers Hands are imploy d; You ſhowdj be hehH | you 
aer with your Prayers for b em., Be Gon | birt 
| cmd to pray em down Aibſtance from a- | the 


dere chat they may have that Zeal, Conrage; | Un 
= Wr/domy Prudence, &c. that are needful for Men | Din 
in ſuck Circumſtances. Let Heaven hear from | Kan 
1 282 for our Magiſtrates, that, thro' their | Eye 
laſtrumentality, this Good Work may proper. . | ſho 


2. Re- 


Lad 


. Redreſi Per ſonal und Domeſt ici uus 


Private, Gapacity. This is what demands ou 


it particular Regards. We thou'd in a very perws. 


I Liar manner, look to Qurown Hearts, and Lites, 


and Houſer. We may be moſt free at Home. 
Seurchand try your own ways. * Deſdend into 
your amm Boſoms. Enquire how Mattets are 


Searches for Offenders ? Be you fo, when deals 
ing with your ſelves, left you fall under the 


God and your own Souls; Mourn over it, and 
Endeavour to Reform . eil 240 
Let Family- Reformation be Conſcientiouſſy 
attended. Our Publick Diſorders and Grievans 


bable that Reformation ſhou'd make any 

ſiderable Advance, till our Families be better 
regarded. Therefore let thoſe that ate undes 
your Care and Charge, be the Object of your 
Religious Concern. Suffer not Wickedneſß to 


ou too Indulgent. Lou know what Was the 
itter fruit of E/i c not reſtruining his Sons, when 
they made emſelves Vile, 1 Sam. 2, & His 
Unjuſt and cruel Tenderneſs does introduce 


Families". more careful in keeping a watchtul 


eir | Eye over their Children, Apprent iam Wo. we 


1. 
de- 


ſhou d hope ere - long to ſee things Jook with @ 


„ mos 


_ Reformation if Meters. 39 
This indeed points to us all, Politicaland Er 
un. 2 Refarmers, as well as thofe:invavmiors 


there. Wou'd you have Cor? ables ſtri& intheit 
Charge of Hypocriſie. See what's arhiſs betwine -_ 


ces. flow from Family-Neglefs. Oh for a more 
convictive and lively Senſe of it! 8 | 
Con; 


have a peceable and undiſturb'd Ladging under 
your Roof. Let not a fond Efeminac make 


Divine Severitietl. Were the GovetnourS aF - 


þ 
1 


d 
3 
1 


FG A SERMONYyY | 
| mote: pleaſing Aſpect, in ſuch a Tomm as this. 
Nea, were Familie Reſorm d, Conſequently the 
Nation wou'd be ſo; and then there woi'd not 
he that need, that now there is, fot Sacictier 
far the Reformation of Manner. 
However, fince . our Caſe and Circumſtances | 
are ſuch as they are, ſince the Lord has been 
Calling long, by Word and Providence, for Re- | 
mation, and now ſomethi ng is Attempted in't. 
Let it be the fixed Purpoſe and humble Reſolve 
ef all aur Souls ( of the whole Houſe; Nemine 
Eontratdicente), this day, before the Aſſembly 
be diſmiſs d, chat thro the help of Heaven, 
well be more hrarrily Concern'd according to | 
our Reſpective Capacities, to ſubſerve and pro- 
= mote this Publick and Important Work; That 
= our Land may be ſpar d: That we may be an 
Happy and Flouriſhing People, under the Go- 
verning Influence of Him, that, by Divine Pro- 
Vvidence, fills the Eng Throne; That Religi- 
on (ſo long ſcorn'd and trampled upon) may, 
n au day, revive at a Forfeited Goſpel 


may be continu d to Poſterity; That We our 

Seel ves may, at the laſt, be Adimitted Members 
of the \Perfedly. Reform d Society Above, and 
our Scene of Serviceableſs upon Earth, be ſuc- 
ceeded with Eternal Triumphs in Glory. In 
= order to which Great and Glorious Ends, let 
us with United Hearts and Devout Affections, 
day, as the Afflicted Supplicating Church of 
Old, Pfal. go. wir. Let the Beauty of the Lord 
aun God be upon Le; and E ahl thau the 
Work.of our Hands upon Us; yea , the Vor- 
of oun Hands Eftabliſh thou it. © | 7-DER5 
ome FIN I &s 4 
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